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THE INVISIBLE LEASH 
By Patrice Karst & Illustrated by Joanne Lew-Vriethoff 

 
	

“An	empathy-driven	resource	for	children	reckoning	with	the	loss	of	a	pet.”	–	Publishers	Weekly	
	

“The	stages	of	grief	are	clearly	written	and	illustrated.	.	.	helpful	for	grieving	children.”	
–	Kirkus	Reviews	

	
“Touching	…	Karst	and	Lew-Vriethoff	have	created	a	resonant	story	for	kids	and	parents	alike.	The	

book’s	powerful	message	reminds	us	that	we	will	always	be	connected	to	the	ones	we	love	
through	life	and	death.”	–	L.A.	Parent	

	
“Through	elegant	prose	and	powerful	imagery.	.	.	It	is	must-reading	for	any	child	or	adult	who	has	

connected	to	a	pet.”		
–	Dr.	Paul	L.	Hokemeyer,	PhD,	psychotherapist	and	clinical	psychologist	

	
“A	wonderful	way	for	children	of	all	ages	to	conceptualize	where	their	pets	are	and	take	comfort.”	

–	Rita	Drake,	Veterinary	Aftercare	Services	
	

“A	unique	way	of	helping	readers	cope	…	Highly	recommend.”	
–	Stacy	Dietrich,	RVT,	BOE,	Veterinarian	

	
“Truly	a	wondrous	book	for	all	ages.”	

–	Carrie	Ball,	Company	Director	of	Pet	Bereavement	Support	Network	Ltd.	
	

 
Little,	 Brown	 Books	 for	 Young	 Readers	 is	 proud	 to	 publish	 THE	
INVISIBLE	LEASH	written	by	Patrice	Karst	and	illustrated	by	Joanne	
Lew-Vriethoff	 (December	 3,	 2019;	 $17.99;	 Hardcover	 ISBN:	
9780316524858).	 From	 the	 team	 behind	 the	 modern	 classic	 and	
bestselling	phenomenon	The	 Invisible	String	 (which	has	sold	over	a	
million	 copies	 to	 date)	 comes	 a	much-needed	 companion	 title	 that	
fans	have	been	requesting	for	years:	a	tender	story	about	coping	with	
grief	when	a	pet	dies.	
	
Using	 the	 same	 simple	 but	 effective	 bonding	 concept	 from	 The	
Invisible	 String,	 which	 has	 been	 used	 for	 healing	 countless	 readers	
living	with	grief,	THE	INVISIBLE	LEASH	illustrates	the	spiritual	connection	pet	owners	have	with	
their	animals.		
 
"When	our	pets	aren't	with	us	anymore,	an	Invisible	Leash	connects	our	hearts	to	each	other.	Forever."		
That's	what	Zack's	friend	Emily	tells	him	after	his	dog	dies.	Zack	doesn't	believe	it.	He	only	believes		
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in	what	he	can	see.	But	on	an	enlightening	journey	through	their	neighborhood—and	through	his	
grief—he	comes	to	feel	the	comforting	tug	of	the	Invisible	Leash.	And	it	feels	like	love.		
	
Accompanied	by	emotive	and	uplifting	art	by	Joanne	Lew-Vriethoff,	Patrice	Karst's	gentle	story	
about	permanent	loss	also	celebrates	the	love,	warmth,	and	joy	that	animals	give	us	in	this	life	and	
beyond.	It	is	sure	to	become	the	new	go-to	book	for	children	about	pet	loss.	
	
PATRICE	 KARST	 is	 the	 bestselling	 author	 of	 The	 Invisible	
String	–	over	1	million	copies	sold!	–	The	Invisible	Leash,	The	
Invisible		Web,	You	Are	Never	Alone:	An	Invisible	String	Lullaby,	
and	 the	 co-author	 of	 The	 Invisible	 String	Workbook.	 She	 is	
passionate	 about	 spreading	her	message	of	 love	 across	 the	
planet.	Born	 in	London,	England,	she	now	lives	 in	southern	
California	and	is	the	mother	of	one	grown	son,	Elijah.	Patrice	
invites	you	to	visit	her	online	at	www.patricekarst.com.		

	
JOANNE	LEW-VRIETHOFF	is	the	acclaimed	illustrator	of	many	children's	
books	including	the	new	edition	of	The	Invisible	String,	The	Invisible	String	
Workbook,	The	Invisible	Leash,	The	Invisible	Web,	You	Are	Never	Alone:	An	
Invisible	String	Lullaby,	as	well	as	Stacy	McAnulty's	Beautiful	and	Brave.	
Born	in	Malaysia,	she	grew	up	in	Los	Angeles,	studied	at	the	Art	Center	
College	of	Pasadena,	and	now	lives	in	Amsterdam.	She	invites	you	to	visit	
her	website	at	joannelewvriethoff.com.	

	
	

THE	INVISIBLE	LEASH	by	Patrice	Karst,	illustrated	by	Joanne	Lew-Vriethoff	
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ALSO	FROM	PATRICE	KARST	AND	JOANNE	LEW-VRIETHOFF	

AVAILABLE	FROM	LITTLE,	BROWN	BOOKS	FOR	YOUNG	READERS:	
 

 
THE INVISIBLE STRING 

On Sale 10.30.18 
9780316486231; $7.99 

 

 
THE INVISIBLE STRING 

WORKBOOK 
On Sale 12.03.19 

9780316524919; $12.99 
Co-authored with 
Dana Wyss, PhD 

 
THE INVISIBLE WEB 

On Sale 04.14.20 
9780316524964; $17.99 

 
YOU ARE NEVER ALONE: 

AN INVISIBLE STRING 
LULLABY 

On Sale 12.01.20 
9780316460101; $7.99
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